
OER Collections 
In higher education today, there is virtually no reason to create from scratch the instructional materials for 

your course. Thanks to the internet, flexible licensing, and the collaborative and collegial nature of faculty, 

there are endless resources available to you that are free and available for use.  

The OERs you will find at the repositories linked below are either in the public domain or have an open 

license so anyone can legally copy, adapt and share them. Specific resources range from entire textbooks 

to course outlines and syllabi, lecture notes, assignments, project ideas, video, simulations, and more.  

 

 MERLOT offers discipline-specific materials in 19 resource categories to be easily searched and 

bookmarked. 

 With OER Commons you can search and browse resource collections such as full courses, 

interactive mini-lessons, open textbooks, worksheets, and more. 

 OASIS is a helpful OER search engine created and managed by the State University of New York. 

 Created by the Regents of the University of Michigan, Open Michigan enables faculty outside the 

University of Michigan campus to access the products of its faculty's research, teaching, and 

creative work. These resources are searchable by subject, then by course. 

 MIT OpenCourseware is a long-standing and well-known searchable repository of openly licensed 

MIT teaching materials. 

 Florida's Orange Grove contains OER resources for higher education. Use the search instructions 

on each page to help you craft an effective search within their tool. 

 

While most of the collections listed above include full versions of textbooks, here are other sites that 

house textbook options more directly: 

 OpenStax from Rice University is a free e-textbook provider, with affordable print options 

available for students on Amazon and through the college bookstore. 

 Free textbooks from the Open Textbook Library are reviewed by higher education faculty to 

assure their quality. 

 Lumen Learning offers full courses that can be adopted and integrated into Blackboard, but short 

of that, open textbooks adopted for the full course are listed within course information. 

 Project Gutenberg is an ongoing effort to make available digitally all works that exist in the public 

domain, currently housing more than 57,000 free e-books.  

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/
https://open.umich.edu/find/find-open-educational-resources
https://ocw.mit.edu/educator/?view=teaching&utm_campaign=Educator&utm_source=megamenu&utm_medium=find-courses&utm_content=materials
https://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/hierarchy.do?topic=8dff349b-9c2f-07d0-f24b-5d854bbc4812
https://openstax.org/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
https://ilearn-brctc.wvnet.edu/bbcswebdav/pid-454680-dt-content-rid-1002_1/xid-1002_1
http://www.gutenberg.org/

